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Art Schultheis is convinced water isn't a problem on the Palouse.

The rural Colton farmer and developer said the water level in his domestic well hasn't dropped, so he's not
sure why some Palouse residents are panicked enough to stall development.

"There's pIEI'It},F of water,” he said. "l don't have any reason to be concerned and want to conserve water. |
mean, | do conserve, but let's not limit growth and limit businesses. People need to live in the towns and the
towns need to grow."”

Schultheis is developing a housing subdivision in Colton with his brother, Greg, that required a water right
transfer. He presents one side to what has become a contentious issue regarding the water in the Grand
Ronde and Wanapum aquifers in the Palouse Basin.

Communities throughout the Palouse region have been split on their opinions regarding the aquifers that
provide the only natural potable water for thousands of people. The source of tension comes from the Grand
Ronde's documented drop of up to a foot and a half a year. The Wanapum - once the primary aquifer for the
Palouse area - is in stable condition because its use has tapered off since the 1950s.

Mow, community leaders are trying to determine what action - if any - is necessary to stop the decline of the
Grand Ronde.

Schultheis said water shouldn't be misused, but there is no need for drastic conservation efforts to be
enforced. He doesn't buy the research that claims the aquifers are in drastic decline.

"There's no one who can tell you how much water is in the ground, and that's what | want to know," he said.

Jim Mital, a rural Moscow resident and member of the Palouse Basin Aquifer Committee's Citizen Advisory
Group, said people like Schultheis have it all wrong.

"The people making those kind of statements are not hydrologists - they're developers and builders. ... That
kind of attitude is kind of sticking your head in the sand," he said. "Hydrologists and geologists have been
studying the basin and they say it's dropping.”

What lies below

Jim Osiensky, a professor of hydrogeology at the University of Idaho, said the bathtub analogy is a useful way
to visualize the Palouse Basin aquifers. The bathtub's faucet is like water coming into the basin through
recharge or conservation, while the drain is equal to wells drawing water out of the ground.

"Most basins ... have an inflow and an outflow. Before man, the recharge likely matched the outflow," he said.
"When man gets involved and starts drilling wells, you mess with that natural balance. Now, we've got the
drain open and the faucet running and a bunch of straws in there pulling water, too."

Moscow Mayor Nancy Chaney said she isn't in a panic about the decline of water in the aquifers. She prefers
the term "proactive."

"We have to recognize we've got a declining aquifer," she said. "| think there's a perception that being
concerned ... is counteractive to economic development or community input. | think smart people try to think of
the future. We have to act. Why not act when we're not in a panic?"

For years, conservationists like Chaney and Mital have battled with residents who openly support growth
without much thought to how it may affect the aquifers. These public disagreements have resulted in drawn-
out development projects that have involved the court system and state and federal ecology authorities.

"If there's something controversial, it's water," Chaney said.






